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Q.2lill~il!I!ilt 26 October 1944. 

lroaa 
To a 

CoM!Inding Oi'fioer, EIGifl'H Beach Battalion. 
Chief of NaTal Operationa. 

___ .....,. 

Subjeots War Dia17, EIGlll'H Beaoh Battalion, tor the Month of Augu.t, 1944 -
Tranalli ttal of. 

1. The War Diary of the EIGHTH Beech Battalion for the 110nth of 
Aupt, 1944 1a IUbmitted herwitb. 

2. Due to the u1genoi• of the service the aubrdeaion of tbie 
war dial7 hu been unaYOidabl.J del.qed. · 



• 

() 

JAR DI.ARY, EIGHTH BEACH BATTJLION, FOR THE II>NTH OF AUGUST, lOW.. 

During the 110nth of August, one officer was detached from the EIGHTH Beach 
Battalion. 

During the earl.7 part of the 110nth1 the battalion, with i ta combat equipMnt, 
wu JUde retdy for a coabat operation, and personnel and equipaent were loaded 
aooording to the loading plan of the 540th Coabat &lgineer Regillent, U. S. £rrq, 
to which the battalion waa attached. 

On august 7th and 8th, the Beach Battalion took part in a trein1ng operation 
1D which persoanel and portable equipaent were lended froa seaward. llach unit 
ot the Beaoh Battalion reheareed ita par.t with the batt•lion or oo~~ ot tbe 
llncinMr JecS=•t to which it wu udped. 'l'be at1re Beach Battalion, with 
~e aoeption or a eaell r..r echelon at Salerno, wu eabarked 1D AP.l's, LST'a, 
LOI•a, LOT1a, and Libert;, abipa bf juguat lOth, end aailed according to plan, 
with their Yuioue unite, for the uaault destination. 

On .lu(uat 15th, the battalion took part 1D the Cpel .Area uaault on the 
cout of Southern France, Units of the battalion went aahore in the aeoolld 
uaault wan at H p1ua 10 •1matee (H hour 0800), and continued landing at H plua 
65, H p1ua 100, and H p1ua 185, when the entire •A• OollpiJIY wu on the beach 
and pertomng ita abore operationa duties. Tbia OOIIJl&JJ.7 landed at •area Beaoh1 
jut weat of Cape Dre110nt, and about three all• ... t ot the town of St. Raphael. 
B7 the aiddle of the afternoon on D-dq, the ctire thrM co~~paniN of the batt
alion had co .. ubore aoroaa •GrMn Beach•. The beach wu UDder IID8117 .. ,u 
araa tire during the .,rning, end UDder ene111 ahall fire throughout the dq, -
there wu one air attadt at dlllk. lo gunfire cuualt111 were sustained bf the 
ZIGBTB Beach Battalion, but during the firlt thr .. dqs of the operation, six 
tnl.ilted personnel were woullded bf eneJV ainea, aDi were rracuated to seaward, 
lt!allow Beach• at We d'Ai&T wu opened on the rrenhag of the 15th, and put 
1Dto fllll eperation on the 16th. lheD the town of St. Raphael and the beacbea 
'• ed1atel7 to the westward of tbe town were cleared ot the en11117, and the abea 
and obstaolN, 1Red Beacbea One and two• were opeDed, - this wu on D plua thrM 
aDi D plua tour. HN4quartera tor the battalion wu eetablilbed at the •ul l boat 
harbor of tbe Port of St. Raphael on D plua tour. "Yellow Beaob• and •ar
Baaoh1 were cloaed aDi the aotivit181 of the Beach Battalion were confined to 
the operation ot "Red Beaoh88 One and Two•, and the Port ot St. Raphael. 

Two IIQDU tw•r reported to the Oo•endiJII otticer, EIGH111 Beach Battalion, 
on D-dq tor te~~porary duty, and, on D plua one, el1111enta of the 1040th C.B.•a, 
with twelve etringa ot pontoon caua•qs, reported tor t~r&17 dutT. llao 
reporttng tor taporary duty were Ha1'al Intelligence ottioers, a Boab Diaposal 
ottioer, a lll.ne Diaposal otfioer, and a French Lhiaon ottioer. The GU tw• 
oo~~plet.l their work about D plua ti1'e, and were detached. On about D plua te, 
the Boab Diaposal and 111De Dbpoeal ottioere, and the FreDOh Liaison otticer 
and laftl Intelligace ottioera, co~pleted their te~porary dutT uaipunta ad 
were detached. The 1040th C.B. 1s aet up pontoon cauawqa at •w Baaohes ~ 
and Two•, where the,r were .oored to p11N and 111ed u beav·litt piera. 
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OOHFmDITIAL 

• 
WAR DURX, EIGHTH BEACH BATTALION, JOR Tim MONTH OF AUGUST, 1944. 

-------- ------ ------ ----- ---------- -- --
DuriDi the ueault phase ot the Ouel operation, the companiea ot the 

XIQifi'R Beach Battalion bivouacked with, am aublieted with, the battalions and 
oo1paniaa ot the 540th lil1gineere to whioh they were a11igned • The entin Beach 
Battalion worked in harlllon,y and close cooperation with the 540th lihgineer Regimmt, 
and .uppliaa were axpedited acroee the beaches during the usault and poat-
ueault phues. 

Aa a •tter ot noteJ with the t~~toeption ot one intantry battalion that 
landed at Antheor, ("Blue BMch•), the entin 36th Dbiaion, with all ot ita 
pa'8onael, yehioJ.ea, ariU181'7, tanka and equ.iplllllt, was put aoroaa •Gr .. ll Beaob•, 
(230 7a1'd1 wide), duriJII D-dq. 

So•• 7,000 prisonen ot war were evacuated to 11oard during the tiret 11% 
dqe ot tha operation, am prieonen were being sent to eeaward trom •Green Beach• 
before noon ot D-dq. !bout 1400 ouualtiaa,brought back troa the linea, were 
treated, t.gged, and en.ouated to eeaward before the Ar'l/1 hospital unite were 
eet up 1nlam am took over the bo1pitalilat1on ot the wounded. The LST 282 
wu etruok b;r an ene1111 glider bollb at about 2010 on Auguet 15th about 400 yarde 
ottehore at "Green Beach•. The ship buret into tlaaee and dr11'ted ubore about 
a quarter ot a llile to the westward. loUDded INl"''i~l'l were oared !or at the 
Beaob Battalion first-aid station. 



EIGHTH BI&CH BATrWOll 
l'LERT l'a!T OFfiCE 
1 .. York, N. I • 
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CONl"IDENTI.lL 26 Oatober 1944. ------------
Fro a a 
To a 

CoMeD!i.Dg Officer, EJ:GB'l'H Beach Battalion. 
Chief of Naval Operationa. 

Subject a War Diary, EIGHTH Beach Battalion, tor the Month of Septe.ber, 
1944 • 'l'ran1111i ttal of • 

1. The War Diary of the EIGHTH Beach Battalion for the JDOnth of 
lepteaber, 19441 u lubllittld her .. ith. 

2. Dlle to t.h. -icenoi- 0~ the ewrioe the INbllieeioD ot thie 
war diez7 hu b- UN.'rO!d~ delqed. 

-
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WAR DIARY, EIGHTH BEACH B.ll"l'ALION, FOR THE IIJNTH OF SEPTEIIlmt, 1944. 

Duri.Di the .anth ot Septllllber, tour enlisted men ... re tranaferred from the 
BIGBTH Beach Battalion, - two ot theae men were 1.110ng tbol8 wouxxied during the 
assault on Southern Fl'ance, aiXl were sent from nacuation hospitals to the 
United stat• • 

The EIGHTH Beach Battalion continued in ita duties at the beach• and Port 
of St. Bapbael • ~ Septellber lOth, when the 540th Collbat :Eilgineer R~illent, 
U. S. ArJ13, wu ordered forward, the EIGHTH Beach Battalion co~pleted ita 
tell'orary dut7 with that organisation ml reported back to CTF 87 for dutr, 
and oonti.Dued to N1nta1n the beach operations at St. Raphael, cooperating with 
a nftl.)- arrived Port Battalion ot the SI'IEN'l'H l.nJT. 

When releaaed hoa dut7 with the 540th li:baiAeere, wi:tb whoa the B-oh Batt
alion bed b88n -•111i1 field rena .. &lid l.niT field ldtoben equipMDt wu 
requU!itioned, and the EIGHTH Beach Battalion bee .. • a aelt•~Uat.a1nhag Na.,-
uait ashore. 

~ September lOth, 1B1 Comp8JJ7 ot the EIGHTH Beach Battalion ns sent to 
lla.reeille, Fl'ance, and reported to the u.s. Naval Liaiaon otticer, French Porta, 
aJid further reported to u.s. Naval Detachltent, llaraeille, France for t81p0r&17 
dutr. 1'hh OOJIIP&11J performed ita r.,W.ar beach battalion duties at ~eeille 
and Port de Bouc, together with setting up the harbor ooaunioationa organi
sation at ~eille. 

~ Septellber 24th, •c• Co11pa11J, with all ot ita equip~~e~~t, abarked in the 
LST 47 tor transportation to AATB, Biaerte, where thq arrived and caJIIed on 
the Base on S~~pt.-ber 29th. The t.porary duty of the 1040th C.B. 1 a who hed 

been attached to the EIGHTH Beach Battalion wu completed on Septelllber 24th. 
1 ! 1 Collp&JI1 ot the Beach Battalion continued to operate the St• Raphael beaohea 
aDd port until all unloading operationa were oo~~pleted on S~~ptember 26th. 
In Biaerte, 1 01 Co~~pa11J went to work reconditioning rolling stock and battalion 
equipMDt. In Bt• B.phael, 1A1 Oo11parq carried on routine ca11p duties and 
assembled and packed equipment preparato17 to .ov1nc out. 
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EIGHTH BEACrl BATTALION 
FLEET POST OFFICE 

New York, N. Y. p s r ~ 
-~---

C 0 N F I D B N T I A L 1 November 1944. ------------
From: 
To: 

Subject: 

Commanding Officer , EIGH'l'H Beach Battalion. 
Chief of Naval Operations . 

War Diary, EIGHTH Beach Battalion , for the 
Month of October, 1944 -Transmittal of . 

1 . The ·:var Diar y of the EIGHTH Beach Battalion for 
t he month of Oct ober , 1944 , is submitted herewith . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

WAR DI ARY , EIGHTH BEACH BATTALION , FOR THh MONTH 
OF OCTOBER , l94t• 

During the month of October, six enlisted men were trans
ferred from duty with the EIGHTH Beach Battalion. Two enlisted 
men, who had been wounded during the assault on Southern France, 
returned to the Battalion. • 

"A" Company of the EIGHTH Beach Battalion, at St. Raphael, 
carried out a limited training program, and assembled and packed 
equipment preparatory to leaving the locality. "B" Company con
tinued its temporary duty at Marseille, France . "C" Company 
continued its work of overhauling its rolling stock and company 
gear at AATB, Bizerte, Tunisia , 

On October 8th, "A" Company, with all remaining EIGHTH Beach 
Battalion equipment, embarked in the LST 47, and sailed fo r 
Bizerte, arriving there October lOth. Officers and men were 
quartered on the Base, and the Company went to work overhauling 
its rolling stock, and company gear and equipment. "B" Company 
completed its temporary duty with NavDBt , Marseille, on October 
12th, and embarked in the 1ST 491 with its company gear on October 
l)th, and arrived at Bizerte on October 17th, The officers and 
crew were quartered on the Base, and for t he first time since 
July 4th, the EIGHTH Beach Battalion was assembled in one place, 

A comprehensive and well-planned training program was insti
tuted for the officers and crew of the Battalion, and put into 
operation on October 2)rd, Elements of t he Battalion set up and 
operated a Fire-Fighting School for the Base at Bizerte, and 
for the personnel afloat, One officer from the Battalion served 
as the instructor in Gas Warfare, fo;r the Base. The entire EIGHTH 
Beach Battalion received Gas Warfare instruction and practical 
gas mask drill in the gas chamber . One company completed the 
course in the newly instituted )!' ire-Fighting School. 'l'he complete 
training program included l!'ire-Fighting School, Chemical Warfare 
instruction, Communications (Blinker , Samaphore and Radio), Gunnery, 
Naval History, Arti cles for the Government of the Navy, ~eamanship, 
Bulldozer School, AlllPhibious Operations and Hydrographic Work, 
Close Order Drill by platoons, and Or ganized Athletics. The 
Medical Company went to work in the Base Di spensary. 

Personnel and l iving quarters of the Battalion were inspected 
on October 16th by Rear Admiral Frank Lowry, USN , (GomPhib8thF'lt) . 

7 



CONI<'IJJiNTIAL Page 'l'wo 

WAR DIARY, EIGHTH BEACH BATTALION , 1<'0}{ ThE MONTH 
oF OCTOBillR , 1944. 

On October 19th , the officers and crew of the EIGHni Beach 
Battalion were drawn up at parade while Vice Admiral rl . K. Hewitt, 
USN , {Com8tl~lt) , decorated the fo l lowing named officers and men 
with awards: 

Silver ~tar Medal -

HODGE , Cecil {n), 829 60 54 , Slc, V6 , USNR 

Bronze Star Medal -

Comdr . John P. GRAFF , USN {Ret. ) 
Lieut . J . J . DILLON , D- V{S) , USNR 
Lieut . G. R . ,'/ILLIAMS , D-V{S), Ub'NR 
Lt . (jg) H. H. TAYLOR, C-V(S) , USNR 

ADAMS, Robert H. , 245 59 12 , SM2c V6 , USNR 
ESTES , John C, , 613 22 55 , SF2c{T), V- 6,USNR 
LAMBERT , Robert L., 829 60 19, Slc, V6 , USNR 
TIBBETTS, Austin B., Jr ., 256 33 21 , PhMlc , USN 

Purple Heart Medal -

• 

CRIMI , Frank (n) , 565 13 82, Flc(MoMM) , V- 6 USNR 
EAR\'/.AKER, \'/illiam R., 884 69 11 , MoMM)o, V- 6,USNR • 

• JOHN P . G AF , 
Comdr. , USN {Ret . ) , 
Commanding Offi cer. 
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